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Process Overview 

This document describes a PCBs in Priority Building Materials Screening Assessment process to be conducted 

by demolition project proponents (applicants). A flow chart illustrating the above processes is provided (Page 2). 

Applicants proposing to demolish buildings must conduct the PCBs 

screening assessment. Through the PCBs screening assessment 

applicants will:  

1) Determine whether the building proposed for demolition is

likely to have PCBs-containing building materials (see

discussion of applicable structure); and

2) Determine whether PCBs are present at a concentration

equal to or greater than 50 parts per million (ppm) in

building materials.

Use the PCBs Screening Assessment Form (page 7) to summarize 

and certify the information required by the municipality to issue the 

demolition permit. The form is divided into four parts:  

• Part 1 provide applicant information and project location.

• Part 2 complete the questions to identify whether the project

involves an applicable structure. If the demolition does not

involve an applicable structure, the form may be certified

and submitted without completing Part 3.

• Part 3 complete the questions to provide the concentrations

of PCBs in any priority building materials.

• Part 4 certify the information being submitted.

Note that fluorescent light ballasts, polyurethane foam furniture, 

and Askarel fluid used in transformers, all of which may contain PCBs, are typically managed during pre-

demolition activities under current regulations and programs that require removal of universal waste and 

outdated transformers. For this process it is assumed that those materials will be evaluated and managed 

under those existing programs.  

This screening process is part of a program for water quality protection and was designed in accordance with 

requirements in the MRP. 1 It does not address other environmental programs or regulations (e.g., PCBs regulations 

under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA); federal, state, or local regulations for hazardous material handling and 

hazardous waste disposal; health and safety practices to mitigate human exposure to PCBs or other hazardous materials; 
recycling mandates; or abatement at sites with PCBs (or other contaminants). The applicant is responsible for 

complying with all relevant laws and regulations. See the Notices to Applicants section for important additional 

information. 

1 A National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, Order No. R2-2015-0049, issued to municipalities in the counties 

of Alameda, Contra Costa, San Mateo, and Santa Clara, and the Cities of Fairfield, Suisun City, and Vallejo.  

Water quality within the San Francisco Bay 

Region is regulated by the San Francisco 
Bay Area Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (Regional Water Board).  

In 2015, the Regional Water Board 
reissued the Municipal Regional Permit 
(MRP)1 that regulates discharges of 
stormwater runoff. The MRP includes 
provisions for reducing discharges of 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in 
stormwater runoff and requires 
municipalities to develop a program to 
manage priority PCBs–containing building 
materials during demolition and implement 
the program by July 1, 2019. 

Existing federal and state regulations 
create the framework for managing PCBs 
in building materials once those PCBs are 
identified through this program and for 
disposing of wastes containing PCBs. 
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